Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 GUATEM 05277 071754Z 
44 

ACTION ARA-20 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-11 OPIC-12 AID-20 CIAE-00 COME-00 

ERB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 TRSE-00 XMB-07 SPC-03 

CIEP-02 LAB-06 SIL-OI OMB-OI L-03 INT-08 PA-04 PRS-OI 

USIA-I5 H-03 DRC-01 /I32W 

057682 

R07I730ZNOV 73 
PM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 196 

CONPIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 5277 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EMIN GT 

SUBJECT: EXMIBAL STATUS REPORT 
REF: STATE 216277 

1. PER REPTEL EMBOFP DISCUSSED STATUS EXMIBAL PROJECT WITH 
BORGATTI NOV. 6. BORGATTI SAID SERIES OF DECREES, 

AGREEMENTS AND RESOLTIONS REQUIRED PERMIT INCO PROCEED 
WITH PROJECT HAVE BEEN NEGOTIATED WITH GOG AND AWAIT 
PUBLICATION. THESE RANGE PROM BASIC DECREE MENTIONED 

BY PAGAN PERMITTING SMALLER SCALE OP OPERATIONS THROUGH 
BOG APPROVAL OP LOAN AGREEMENTS. BASIC DECREE MAY BE 
PUBLISHED. MINECON MOLINA MADE ESSENTIALLY SAME 
STATUS REPORT IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH CHARGE. 
BORGATTI ASSERTED THAT WHEN THIS SERIES DOCUMENTS 
PUBLISHED, PROJECT WILL MOVE AHEAD AT PULL SPEED. 

HE PURTHER SAID EXMIBAL IN SENSE HAS JUMPED GUN BY 
AUTHORIZING GIBSON HILL BEGIN WORK ON PRE-CONSTRUCTION 
EARTH MOVING, ETC. SUCH WORK APPROXIMATELY HALE COMPLETE. 

2. WITH REGARD TO DELAYS OF PAST SEVERAL MONTHS - AND 
POSSIBLE LAST MINUTE PROBLEMS - BORGATTI MENTIONED TWO 
BASIC OBSTACLES; GRAPT SEEKERS WITHIN GOG AND IDEOLOGICAL 
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NEGOTIATION AND PUBLICATION SEEKING PAYOFE, WHICH BORGATTI 
ELATLY STATES HAS BEEN REJECTED. SECOND GROUP, TECHNICIANS 
WITH CLOSE TIES TO THE UNIVERSITY, HAS LONG BEEN OPPOSED 
TO PROJECT, ACCORDING BORGATTI. ALTHOUGH OVERRULED BY 
GOG, THEY ARE LITERALLY BEING DRAGGED EORWARD. ONE EXAMPLE 
OE DELAYS THEY HAVE IMPOSED WAS TO FIRST REQUIRE LOAN 
AGREEMENTS BE TRANSLATED, THEN TO INFORM EXMIBAL TRANSLATION 
MUST BE AUTHENTICATED, AND FINALLY TO INSIST TRANSLATIONS 
BE TYPED ON STAMPED PAPER. IN ALL, EXMIBAL SPENT TWO 
MONTHS ALTER SECURING APPROVAL ON SUBSTANCE OF LOAN AGREE- 
MENTS MEETING BOG'S PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS. GIVEN THIS 
BACKGROUND, BORGATTI SAID HE WOULDN'T REST EASY UNTIL HE 
SEES DOCUMENT SERIES PUBLISHED. NOTWITHSTANDING THIS 
DEGREE OE CAUTION, HE IS BASICALLY VERY OPTIMISTIC PROJECT 
WILL BE FULLY UNDERWAY BEFORE END OE YEAR. 

DREYFUSS 
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